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signal of half-alarmed interest, something that
shows that the two lives, the two hearts, have
some joyful significance for each other; and
then there grows up that marvellous mood
which men call love, which loses itself in
hopes of meeting, in fears of coldness, in
desperate desires to please, to impress; and
there arise too all sorts of tremulous
affectations, which seem so petty, so absurd,
and even so irritating, to the spectators of
the awakening passion; desires to punish
for the pleasure of forgiving, to withdraw
for the joy of being recalled; a wild elated
drama in which the whole world recedes
into the background, and all life is merged
for the lover in the half-sweet, half-fearful
consciousness of one other soul,

Whose lightest whisper moves him more
Than all the ranged reasons of the world.

And in this mood it is curious to note how
inadequate common speech and ordinary
language appear, to meet the needs of ex-
pression. Even young people with no
literary turn, no gift of style, find their
memory supplying for them all sorts of
broken echoes and rhetorical phrases, picked
out of half-forgotten romances; speech must